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There is no question, whether activities and decisions made by the present humanity, have an effect on future generations. Transformation of our natural environment, as well as our decisions on infrastructural investments, the development of the energetic systems, our socio-economic structures have a strong and long-lasting influence on the life-conditions of our descendants. 
This situation creates new dimensions of responsibility, and we can not pass by this democratic deficit without trying to find possible solutions for the integration of the rights of future generations into our decision making systems. They will harvest consequences of political short-termism. Not only the depletion of natural resources, pollution and destruction of ecosystems will limit liberty and freedom of choice of future generations, but also high level of state debts, inappropriate pension systems, infrastructural investments, can load future generations. 

The realization of the rights of our successors to a healthy environment, to the diversity of the global life forms is for structural reasons very difficult in the current democratic system. The effects of human activity which are long in space and in time – cannot be considered in their appropriate importance by the current forms of decisions. That is why it is important to enlarge the democratic institutional system in a way that ensures the responsibility of the current generation towards the future generations.
There are initiatives all over the world to compensate this serious shortcoming of our democratic system. The Knesset Commissioner of Future Generations in Israel, the parliamentary Committee for Future in Finland, or the Swiss Future Council Foundation, are just a fistful of the several proposals, initiatives and working institutions. In Germany, the Foundation for the Rights of Future Generations is working on an essentially important modification of the German Constitution, to include the rights of future generations. 

In Hungary Védegylet – Protect the Future initiated 7 years ago to set up a new institution for the representation of the interests of future humanity, the ombudsman of future generations. The original bill, prepared by Professor László Sólyom, founding member of Protect the Future, and now the President of Hungary, gives into the proposed ombudsman’s hand the ability of monitoring the violation of the rights of future generations.
The bill proposes the establishment of an institution that, while interpreting the protection of the succeeding generations as widely as possible, sets the reference base of its interventions in the effective Hungarian legal system. So the Commissioner’s recommendations and procedures are built on a „hard” legal base and their validity cannot be challenged. Under this dual pressure we outlined an institution possessing strong competences in the legally and constitutionally clearly defined field of environmental protection, in other cases its task stands closer to the „advocate” ombudsman’s role or the „guardian’s” status described well in  international legal literature.
The passing of this legislation has been delayed in Hungary since 2000. Two MPs first submitted the bill in 2001, but it was rejected in that time. In 2002 they re-submitted it to the Parliament. The bill was accepted by the Parliamentary committees, but – because of the end of the parliamentary cycle – its plenary discussion was not started. 
At the very beginning of this year we started intensive negotiations with all the parliamentary parties. During the spring we succeeded to formulate a political consensus on the need of such an institutions. By October, a widely accepted new version of the bill was prepared with the participation of the party experts and the Ministry of  Justice. It is a real hope, that during the next week the Hungarian Parliament accepts the act on the ombudsman of future generations.
Ever so these national initiatives are important, there is also an other dimension of decision making – and this is the international scene. An increasing part of decisions, regulations and legally binding strategies are made on this level. The locomotive of globalization, rising regional co-operations, growth and strengthening of international law are weakening sovereignty of the states. International regimes, like the WTO, institutions, like World Bank or IMF can effectively influence decisions of the national governments. So, if we would like to integrate the interests of coming generations in decision making, it is unavoidable to control somehow not only the traditional nation-state, but also these international regimes. This raise the necessity of some kind of global enforcement of the rights of the unborn generations. Some UN-based institution or programme could be a solution for these problems – the more so since the UNESCO Declaration on the Responsibility of Present Generations towards Future Generations in 1997 laid down the theoretical basis of such an institution.

But for us, the most important international community without any question is the European Union. The decisions that substantially effect the fate of future generations are done more and more in the institutions and bodies of the EU- due to the gradual integration process in Europe. The simple democratic control of these decisions is also an important issue.  But there is no any guarantee that during these mechanisms the interests of the future generations will be represented in a way that is based on intergenerational justice. All the surveys, monitoring the state of our natural environment show the continuous degradation of the global and the European ecosystems. Instead of emission decreases, targeted in the Kyoto Protocol, the EU as a whole has also not met its burden-sharing targets. The continent is facing an increasingly serious demographic crisis, and the rate of state indebtedness is increasing as a result of unsustainable pension systems. It is necessary to present the institutional representation of our successors also in the supra-national structures of the Union. 

It is more so since in 2001 in Gothenburg the EU accepted its Sustainable Development Strategy. In 2004 the Commission started the review of the strategy. As part of this general review, by august 2004 also the G8, coalition of big European environmental organizations, published an evaluation of the realization of the Strategy. These reviews showed clearly, that in lack of legally binding regulations and institutions to enforce the implementation of the accepted strategies and principles, not a real step ahead can be forecasted towards sustainability and intergenerational equity in the EU. 
This shows that a European representation for future generations must be created. This institution could play an important role in the enforcement and the implementation of the EU’s Sustainable Development Strategy, and also could give an appropriate representation, a loud voice for the future generations. It should control the decisions made by elected and bureaucratic bodies of the EU. 

Based on studies prepared by a working group of international experts, we finally prepared three alternative proposals for the creation of a European representation for Future Generations. When preparing the proposal, we have taken into consideration the aspects of efficiency (i.e. how the interests of future generations could be best represented), cost-efficiency, existing initiatives and policies (for example on sustainability) in order to make this new institution be to easily and organically integrated into the existing institutional structure.

Our proposal contains three options concerning the integration of guardian-activity for the next generation into a functioning organization of the European Union. 
1) the integration of guardian-activity for the next generation into the Office of the European Ombudsman (a European Ombudsman for Future Generation, with strongly widened competencies);

2) the integration of the guardian-activity for the next generation into a Committee of the European Parliament’s duties;
3) the integration of a guardian-activity for the next generation into the duties of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights.
With our proposal we would like to initiate a lively professional and political debate on the institutional protection of future generations in the EU with giving practical proposals to its possible realization. We hope, that this work will be successful and in the not very far future we can address the establishment of a new structure or institution for the representation of the interests and viewpoints of future generations in the European Union.
There are further proposals to support the work of such an institution. To create a scientific basis for its work, a ‘European Institute for Future Studies’ would be necessary. Also we have to see clearly, how we load the burdens of our present living standards to the future generations. To indicate this process, a ‘future generations index’ should be created, including ecological, economic and social aspects of intergenerational injustice.
(Presented at World Science Forum, Budapest, 8-10, November, 2007.)

